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 Monterey County Black Oystercatcher Surveys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adult Black Oystercatchers & chick in Pacific Grove – Don Roberson 

 

 For the past two summers the Monterey Audubon Society, in 
partnership with Audubon California, has sponsored surveys of the Black 
Oystercatcher population in Monterey County.  In summer 2011, volunteers 
were asked to determine the number of oystercatchers along our rocky 
coastline from the Monterey Peninsula to the San Luis Obispo County border.  
Volunteers surveyed almost half of this rocky coastline and counted 127 birds, 
representing about 55 pairs. This constituted about 9% of the 1346 
oystercatchers found on statewide surveys in 2011. Monterey's Breeding Bird 
Atlas (Roberson & Tenney 1993) had estimated 77 pairs in the county. The 
2011 survey of half the habitat suggested that the county might have as many 
as 100 breeding pairs. 

In 2012, volunteers were asked to do something more difficult: follow 
one or more pairs through the breeding season, and determine (a) nesting 
success [pairs that hatched at least 1 young] and (b) fledging success [pairs that 
raised at least 1 youngster to the age it could fly on its own].  This proved to 
be a difficult task because oystercatchers hide their nests well and the rugged 
nature of the coast, along with fog and wind, make it hard to determine 
success or failure.  Yet a dozen volunteers were able to follow the breeding 
efforts of 21 pairs of Black Oystercatcher. [We have some anecdotal data on 
another 7-8 pairs]. Most volunteers were local birders, but  John Cant of 
Fremont provided full data on 7 pairs along the southernmost coast of 
Monterey County (camping at Big Creek Reserve as his base). 
 

…continued on page 2 

http://www.montereyaudubon.org/
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 It turns out that raising baby oystercatchers is not easy.  Twelve of our 21 pairs hatched  
young (57% success) but this means 9 pairs lost eggs before they hatched.  Five of these pairs  
tried again by laying new eggs in a second nest, but all but one of those pairs lost the second  
clutch as well.  Most of the eggs were lost to predators or disturbance by pinnipeds.  In fact,  
only one pair along the Pacific Grove/Pebble Beach coastline that is open to the public was  
successful.  People rambling over the shore at low tide flushed incubating oystercatchers often, 
and nearby gulls would eat or puncture the eggs.  The one pair that succeeded was on a small  
offshore islet that people can’t reach.  Oystercatchers on Bird Rock, Pebble Beach, lost sets of  
eggs to wandering sea-lions, who crushed the nests. 

Only four of our 21 pairs succeeded in fledging a youngster (19% success rate). Three  
pairs fledged one young and one fledged two young.  This means that 8 pairs which hatched  
babies lost those chicks before they could fly.  Again, we suspect predation by gulls to be the  
primary hazard.  Three of the fully successful nests were on offshore islets; the other on an  
inaccessible cliff face.  Our low fledging success was both unexpected and discouraging for volunteers. Yet, our statistics are 
similar to those of other studies in British Columbia and Alaska. There are many hazards for baby oystercatchers. However, if 
an oystercatcher gets to the age of flight, it will likely be long-lived (up to 15 years). It takes about 5 years to reach breeding 
age, but after that strong pair ponds are formed. This means each adult may have 4–10 years to replace themselves for the 
population to remain stable. A fledging success rate of 15–19% should maintain a stable population — as appear to be the case 
here in Monterey County. 

Our 2012 surveys add a significant amount of information to that already known about Black Oystercatchers in 
Monterey County.  We wish to thank our volunteers for their impressive efforts to obtain these data.  We learned much about 
local hazards.  Breeding success might be improved if vulnerable nest sites in public areas on the Monterey Peninsula could be 
better protected.  Next time you are at Pt. Pinos, check out the new signs installed by California Coastal National Monument 
(which protects the offshore rocks and islets along much of the local coast) in hopes that the public can be encouraged to avoid 
disturbing nesting oystercatchers. More details and photos about this project are at 

http://creagrus.home.montereybay.com/MTYbirdsBLOY2012.html.   -Don Roberson 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia Fact:  Although 

called an "oystercatcher", 

the Black Oystercatcher 

almost never eats oysters. It 

feeds primarily on limpets, 

chitons, crabs, isopods, and 

barnacles. It is the American 

Oystercatcher (East and Gulf 

coasts) and the Eurasian 

Oystercatcher that forage 

heavily on oysters.  

 

Get The Lead Out! 
 

Toxic lead continues to enter the food chain through bullet fragments in game and spent lead shot. Animals that scavenge on 
carcasses shot are contaminated with lead bullet fragments. Wading birds that ingest spent lead-shot pellets or lost fishing 
weights mistaking them for food or grit, can die a painful death from lead poisoning. Others suffer for years from its 
debilitating effects. In the United States, an estimated 3,000 tons of lead are shot into the environment by hunting 
every year, another 80,000 tons are released at shooting ranges, and 4,000 tons are lost in ponds and streams 
as fishing lures and sinkers, while as many as 20 million birds and other animals die each year from 
subsequent lead poisoning. Bald Eagles, endangered Condors and more than 130 species of wildlife are needlessly 
poisoned or killed by lead left in the wild. Effective, nontoxic bullets and shot, are widely available and in many cases are now 
comparable in price to lead…there's simply no reason to continue to use toxic materials for hunting! 
 
The EPA can address these preventable deaths through the Toxic Substances Control Act, a well-established and time-tested 
federal law aimed at limiting our exposure to dangerous substances like lead. 
 
More than 250 organizations in 40 states are calling for regulation of lead ammunition. Yet, the so-called "Sportsmen's Act" 
currently being entertained in the Senate (Senate Bill 3525) would actually prevent the Environmental Protection Agency (the 
same agency that got lead out of paint and gasoline) from protecting wildlife and people from lead poisoning.  
 

Please call your senators today and ask them to oppose the lead-poisoning legislation. Call 
the Senate switchboard today at (202) 224-3121. Urge them to vote to remove the lead poisoning provisions 

and support the Boxer amendment, or vote no on the Sportsmen’s Act (Senate Bill 3525) and make sure this poisonous 

legislation is not attached to other bills.     -Center for Biological Diversity 

http://creagrus.home.montereybay.com/MTYbirdsBLOY2012.html
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  Long Lived The King 
In February 1996, a 300-foot long Japanese freighter collided  
with another ship off St. Paul Island in the Bering Sea. The  
collision resulted in a significant spill of bunker fuel that killed  
close to 1,000 birds. One of the lucky survivors was a male  
King Eider - Federal Band Number 1347-54921. He was one of  
148 King Eiders rescued and rehabilitated by International Bird  
Rescue (IBR) during the logistically complex event. Every oil spill  
incident presents unique challenges. During the Pribilof Islands  
Spill, rescuers had to contend with freezing temperatures, snow  
and ice, and the 800 miles that separated the remote island from  
the rehabilitation center in Anchorage. Another major challenge  
unique to this event was the rehabilitation of the heavy-bodied  
and heavily insulated eiders. International Bird Rescue's Jay  
Holcomb recalls how, after being cleaned of the oil, the eiders had to be kept in pools of ice water - "so cold you couldn't hold 
your hand in it for long," and even then they would pant. 
 Overall, the sea ducks adapted very well to captive life, according to Holcomb, and went through the rehabilitation 
process surprisingly quickly. Nearly 80% of the oiled eiders survived. On March 14, 1996, a group of 24 eiders was 
transported back to St. Paul Island and released. Just recently, IBR found out that one of those eiders was recovered earlier 
this year - Band Number 1347-54921. 
 On January 15th, just after first light, one of the kings was taken by a hunter. Estimated to be 17 years old, the bird 
was near the end of its lifespan. He had lived a long life, wild and free, thanks to the heroic measures taken to save it in 1996. 
 

Should he have been euthanized, instead? 
      Every once in a while, the rehabilitation of oiled wildlife is   
      criticized, claiming it more humane to euthanize the animals than put them 
      through the cleaning process. What critics often fail to see is that they share 
      a conviction with those they denounce - to do no harm - unaware of the  
      processes in place that assure balance between science and compassion, and 
      that many, many animals are euthanized because caregivers know the animal 
      would suffer unfairly. For wild bird rehabilitators, marking their patients  
      with numbered leg-bands upon release helps them track their success.  
      "One of the best indications that our methods work," says Holcomb, "is  
      when we get reports of rehabilitated animals thriving years after being  
      released. This King Eider is an example of that. But," he cautions, "not  
      enough rehabilitators conduct post release studies." 
 

Professional rehabilitation has come a long way in the last 40 years. Stay tuned for the next edition of The Sanderling for a look 

at the history of wildlife rehabilitation in the U.S.     -Rebecca Dmytryk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…continued on page 3 

 

 Elephants On The Beach 
One of the great spectacles of the natural world, every winter, for about three months,  
thousands of Elephant Seals come ashore to fight, mate, and give birth at the U.S. West 
Coast’s two best viewing locations, with both places found locally along the Central 
California Coast. Piedras Blancas in San Simeon and Ano Nuevo north of Santa Cruz are 
prime viewing for this awesome event. The big males can weigh 2.5 tons and be as long as 
16 feet (pictured right by Chris Hartzell). They start arriving in December where they engage 
in violent battles to establish dominance and mating rights over their harems. Battles are at 
their peak in December and February. The females arrive shortly after and immediately 
give birth, with peak birthing in December and January. To find out more, contact:  
Ano Nuevo State Park (www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=523) or 
Friends of the Elephant Seal (www.elephantseal.org). 

 

 
Drake King Eider – Arthur Morris: Birds As Art 

 

 
Trevor Peterson with banded Eider 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=523
http://www.elephantseal.org/
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Watsonville Falcon Shot 
On the evening of Thanksgiving Day, residents of a 
rural home in Watsonville heard rustling in a planter 
box outside. Upon investigation, a young Peregrine 
Falcon was found, unable to fly. Upon notification to 
WildRescue, it was transported to the Wildlife 
Center of Silicon Valley in San Jose where it received 
x-rays and was determined to be shot. The projectile, 
likely a pellet, entered the chest and exited out the 
back. Although the bird was in stable condition, 
unfortunately, radiographs revealed two fractures in 
the shoulder. The bird would never fly again, and if 
kept alive, it would be in pain for the rest of its life. 
After great efforts, a tough decision was made and 
the bird was euthanized. The California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife is continuing an investigation, 
hoping to find who shot the bird. Meanwhile, 
through generous pledges and donations, 
WildRescue is able to post a reward of $1,000.00 for 
information leading to the arrest and conviction of 
the person(s) responsible for shooting the falcon. 
They can report anonymously through  

CalTip at 1-888-334-2258.  -WildRescue 

 

‘Tis The Season For Cranes & Geese 

 
The Los Banos area is one of the birding jewels of California that is 

well within a short drive from Monterey. Sandhill Cranes can number 

as many as 2,000 or more and Snow and Ross Geese can be found in 

the tens of thousands. While Bald Eagles hunt the waterfowl and 

Great Horned Owls nest in the trees, look close for American Bitterns 

and White Faced Ibis close to the roadside. Although the waterfowl 

and cranes start showing up in November/December and run through 

February, it is important to time the visit outside of the hunting season 

when the chances are best for heavy concentrations within good 

viewing distance, or visit the places that don't have active hunting. 

Nearby Yellow Headed Blackbirds can be found at the ranches and 

Tundra Swans can be seen avoiding stalking Coyotes while Tule Elk 

tangle antlers. Although possible to do a one day trip, this area is best 

for a full weekend. Below is a link to maps that I have created over the 

years that outline all the hotspots and how much time to spend at each 

location if you do only have one day. Every map is downloadable with 

instructions on downloading listed on the main page. Scroll through 

the maps and you will find a single overview, then blow ups with 

more detailed instructions for each region.  -Chris Hartzell 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/chartzell/sets/72157622887211672/ 

 

Bird Safety Tip: Hundreds of hummingbirds die  

every year from being trapped in garages. When the 

door is open, the emergency release handle, colored 

red for safety, lures them inside where they get lost 

and tired and die of overheating or exhaustion. Recent 

studies have shown neon green to be more visible than 

red. Painting the handles neon green not only makes 

the handle still visible, but reduces hummingbirds 

being attracted to them.  

Sandhill Cranes 
– Chris Hartzell 

 

Bald Eagle & Geese – Chris Hartzell 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/chartzell/sets/72157622887211672/
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-VIpXC0ZAQ3s/ULozNUryDZI/AAAAAAAACIc/0dxQiDiedw0/s1600/reward.jpg
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Back In Time 
From page 4,  

 

American Birding Association Principles of Birding Ethics 
Everyone who enjoys birds and birding must always respect wildlife, its environment,  
and the rights of others. In any conflict of interest between birds and birders, the  
welfare of the birds and their environment comes first. 
 

1. Promote the welfare of birds and their environment. 
1 (a) Support the protection of important bird habitat. 
1 (b) To avoid stressing birds or exposing them to danger, exercise restraint and  
caution during observation, photography, sound recording, or filming. Limit the use  
of recordings and other methods of attracting birds, and never use such methods in  
heavily birded areas or for attracting any species that is Threatened, Endangered,  
or of Special Concern, or is rare in your local area. Keep well back from nests and  
nesting colonies, roosts, display areas, and important feeding sites. In such sensitive  
areas, if there is a need for extended observation, photography, filming, or recording,  
try to use a blind or hide, and take advantage of natural cover. Use artificial light  
sparingly for filming or photography, especially for close-ups. 
1 (c) Before advertising the presence of a rare bird, evaluate the potential for  
disturbance to the bird, its surroundings, and other people in the area, and proceed  
only if access can be controlled, disturbance can be minimized, and permission has  
been obtained from private land-owners. The sites of rare nesting birds should be divulged only to the proper conservation authorities. 
1 (d) Stay on roads, trails, and paths where they exist; otherwise keep habitat disturbance to a minimum. 
 

2. Respect the law and the rights of others. 
2 (a) Do not enter private property without the owner’s explicit permission. 
2 (b) Follow all laws, rules, and regulations governing use of roads and public areas, both at home and abroad. 
2 (c) Practice common courtesy in contacts with other people. Your exemplary behavior will generate goodwill with birders and non-
birders alike. 
 

3. Ensure that feeders, nest structures, and other artificial bird environments are safe. 
3 (a) Keep dispensers, water, and food clean and free of decay or disease. It is important to feed birds continually during harsh weather. 
3 (b) Maintain and clean nest structures regularly. 
3 (c) If you are attracting birds to an area, ensure the birds are not exposed to predation from cats and other domestic animals, or 
dangers posed by artificial hazards. 
 

4. Group birding, whether organized or impromptu, requires special care. 
Each individual in the group, in addition to the obligations spelled out in Items #1 and #2, has responsibilities as a Group Member. 
4 (a) Respect the interests, rights, and skills of fellow birders, as well as those of people participating in other legitimate outdoor activities. 
Freely share your knowledge and experience, except where code 1(c) applies. Be especially helpful to beginning birders. 
4 (b) If you witness unethical birding behavior, assess the situation and intervene if you think it prudent. When interceding, inform the 
person(s) of the inappropriate action and attempt, within reason, to have it stopped. If the behavior continues, document it and notify 
appropriate individuals or organizations. 
Group Leader Responsibilities [amateur and professional trips and tours]. 
4 (c) Be an exemplary ethical role model for the group. Teach through word and example. 
4 (d) Keep groups to a size that limits impact on the environment and does not interfere with others using the same area. 
4 (e) Ensure everyone in the group knows of and practices this code. 
4 (f) Learn and inform the group of any special circumstances applicable to the areas being visited (eg, no tape recorders allowed). 
4 (g) Acknowledge that professional tour companies bear a special responsibility to place the welfare of birds and the benefits of public 
knowledge ahead of the company’s commercial interests. Ideally, leaders should keep track of tour sightings, document unusual 

occurrences, and submit records to appropriate organizations.     Please follow this code—distribute it and teach it to others.  

Principles Of Birding Ethics 

Birders, wildlife watchers, and photographers are unique hobbyists. With unique gear, we are often found chasing our prey 
through thick and thin to meet our desires. However, these desires are often in conflict with either the subject we are stalking 
or other people, and even the law. Many popular birding sites locally and abroad are a privilege for us to visit, not a right. 
Among these places are local hotspots Moon Glow Dairy, Mercey Hot Springs, the yards of Balboa Ave in Pacific Grove, some 
areas of the Watsonville Sloughs, all of Pebble Beach, and the golf course ponds of Quail Lodge among others. These places 
are private property and we are allowed in these locations at the kind discretion of the owners and residents. When in these 
areas, a high degree of courteousness, understanding, and most of all good ethics are required to keep these places open to us 
as a local hotspot. These places have been taken away from us before and only after hard work and lots of time were these 
places re-opened. These places can be closed to us again if we are not careful. Following are the Principles of Birding Ethics as 
outlined by the American Birding Association (ABA). Please familiarize yourself so that you can practice them and educate 
others, so that we may keep our privileged hotspots open to us. 

   Long Eared Owl at Mercey Hot      
  Springs – Chris Hartzell 
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Field Trips 

Field trips are free unless otherwise stated. Times are estimates. Please RSVP leaders at the contact info provided. 

Sat. Jan.19 – 8am-noon: Carmel River mouth & area  
Long recognized as one of our premier hotspots on the peninsula, we will bird the lagoon, wetlands, and beach. If time permits, 
the Odello field along the Carmel River area as well. Great spot for raptors like Osprey, White-tailed Kites, hawks as well as 
wading shorebirds, ducks, geese and ever possible vagrants. Meet: 8am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Robert Horn 831-372-4608  
 

Sat. Jan. 26 – 8am-noon: West Struve Slough, Watsonville 
We will bird the wetlands along a hospitable trail with hopefully great views of American Bittern, Green Heron, and several 
species of ducks, Hooded Merganser, and as always the unexpected birds of a marshland habitat. If time permits, we will also go 
to College Lake or Pinto Lake, also well know birding spots. Meet: 8am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Nanci Adams 831-728-5803. 
 

Sat. Feb. 2 – 7:30am-late afternoon: Panoche Valley bird and nature photography 
One of few foothill open terrains within reach. This secluded and low populated area is prime for great wildlife viewing. Lewis’s 
Woodpecker and Mountain Bluebirds are quite likely, while Chukar and Mountain Plover are rare possibilities. Bobcats have also 
been seen hunting the hillsides. Join us as we travel the valley with camera in hand searching for great birds, great wildlife, and 
great pictures. NOTE: due to recent restrictions, we will not be going to Mercey Hot Springs. Group limit to 4 cars (carpooling a 
must). Meet: 7:30am Paicines General Store. RSVP: Required. Chris Hartzell 831-375-9533 c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Sat. Feb. 16 – 7am-late evening: Merced National Wildlife refuges (see story page 4) 
This complex of National Wildlife Refuges hosts one of the largest wintering populations of Sandhill Cranes and Ross’ Goose 
along the Pacific Flyway. Numerous other species of birds, mammals (Tule Elk), amphibian, and reptiles live in this rich habitat. 
Meet: 7am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Required to reserve space and get details of the itinerary; Nanci Adams 831-728-5803 
 

Sat. Feb. 23 – 8am-noon: North County ducks, geese, and gulls 
We'll cover Moss Landing, Moon Glow Dairy, and Zmudowski Beach looking for winter specialties and challenging ourselves with 
mid-winter gull identification. Meet: 8am Sea Harvest parking lot. RSVP: Tim Amaral 831-238-5407 redtailtours@earthlink.net 
 

Sat. Mar. 2 – 7:30am-mid-afternoon: East Pinnacles Nat’l Monument hike 
This 2.8 mile hiking loop (moderately strenuous) covers some of the most diverse terrain in the park, climbs over 500 ft. and goes 
through oak woods, riparian, chaparral, and rocky slopes. We will be looking for early migrants, winter holdovers, and of course, 
the many raptors the monument is famous for, including California Condors. Meet: First meetup at Nob Hill on the corner of Hwy 
68 and Blanco in Salinas at 7am. Second meetup at the Windmill Market in San Juan Bautista at 7:30. Fee: $5.00 per car entrance 
fee to the monument and carpooling is strongly encouraged.  
RSVP: R.J. Adams 831-771-9303 rjadams55@yahoo.com.  
 

Sat. Mar. 16 – 8am-noon: Frog Pond & Laguna Grande Park 
One of the peninsula’s “hidden treasures”, this small Monterey Peninsula Regional Park  
wetland is a delight to bird with a variety of waterfowl, sparrows, warblers, finches and the  
occasional vagrants. The trail is an easy saunter along the pond with a surprising variety of  
habitats for such a small area. If time permits, we will head over to Laguna Grande Park and  
bird along the path surrounding the lake.  
Meet: 8am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Robert Horn 831-372-4608. 
 

Sat. Apr.20 – 8am-noon: South Bank trail to Palo Corona Regional Park 
Recently the Monterey Regional Park District and the Big Sur Land Trust formed a new access  
trail to the east side of Palo Corona Regional Park that runs adjacent to the Carmel River from  
its trailhead off of Rancho San Carlos Rd. in Carmel Valley. We will explore this access trail as it  
winds its way from the Quail Lodge Golf Course area to the east entrance of the park, birding in  
a variety of habitats from riparian to oak woodland, grassland, and golf park environments.  
Group limited to 12, carpooling a must as parking is limited.  
Meet: 8am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Bill Hill 831-624-3300. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer! 
Monterey Audubon is always in search of volunteers. We use volunteers to lead field trips, be on the Board of 
Directors, staff events, and submit articles for The Sanderling newsletter. If you would be interested in helping 
out, please contact us at: montereyaudubon@yahoo.com 

Western Bluebird on South  
Bank trail – Chris Hartzell 
  Springs – Chris Hartzell 
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Meetings & Programs 

Board meetings & Programs are open to the public and held at the Pacific Grove Museum the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
 

Board meetings start at 6:00pm followed by educational & informational programs at 7:30pm, preceded by refreshments.  
(Times subject to change. Check online or contact us to see about any changes or agendas) 

 

January 8: Greater Sage-Grouse - Alan Krakauer 
Sage-grouse leks are a true marvel of nature, and have been the focus of research by biologists for decades. 
Unfortunately, numbers of this iconic western species are in decline in many parts of its range. Alan will describe how new 
technology such as robotics and microphone arrays are giving us novel insights into sage-grouse behavior and how males 
make sound during courtship. He will also describe experiments that address how human-produced noise may be 
impacting sage-grouse populations. 
 

February 12: Wildlife Photography and Travel - Chris Hartzell 
With over three decades of experience traveling more than 20 countries photographing  
birds, wildlife, and landscape, Chris will share his tips and tricks for choosing, planning,  
traveling, and photographing some of the best places on Earth. From the Greater  
Roadrunner to the Great White Shark, this slide show, combined with educational  
information and inexpensive travel techniques, is sure to get your travel juices flowing.  
 

March 12: The Livingstone Birding Trail; an armchair African Safari of Botswana,  
Namibia, and Zambia  - Brent Reed 
Brent was born in the Magaliesberg mountains of South Africa where he developed 
a deep and abiding love for the bush and all things wild. Brent has been guiding  
birding safaris since 1997 in many countries of Africa. Tonight, join us as he takes us  
for an armchair birding safari through Botswana, Namibia, and Zambia. Beginning  
and ending in the Okavango Delta, this birding journey covers a wide variety of  
Southern African habitats from permanent wetlands through semi-arid Kalahari,  
riparian woodland, Miombo woodland and the vast salt plains of the Makgadikgadi Pans.   
 

April 9: TBD 

Events 
 

Friday April 26th through Saturday April 27th: Monterey County Annual Birdathon 
Every year, teams and individuals cover all corners of Monterey County in a joint effort to compile the largest species total 
possible within 24 hours. In essence, it is a huge, cooperative county “Big Day”! The event begins at 4pm on Friday and 
ends at 4pm on Saturday and is followed by a wonderful countdown dinner at the Wild Bird Haven in Del Monte Shopping 
Center. There is a $30/person $50/couple fee for attending the dinner and all proceeds go directly to Monterey Audubon’s 
Youth Scholarship Program.  Contact: Blake Matheson 831-324-4914 LammergeierEyes@aol.com 
 
 

Paradise Finch in Botswana 
Chris Hartzell 

  Springs – Chris Hartzell 

In Memory 

On December 15
th
, Richard Stallcup passed away at the age of 67. In the 1960’s, he was 

a co-founder of the Point Reyes Bird Observatory (PRBO) and  led more than 1,000 

PRBO trips, bird walks, and open ocean nature tours over the decades. He was credited 

with helping discover the spring and fall vagrant bird phenomenon around Pt. Reyes. 

Rich served as president of Western Field Ornithologists, as regional editor for American 

Birds, and as a member of the California Bird Records Committee. He published peer-

reviewed scientific papers and seven books about birds, including "Ocean Birds of the 

Nearshore Pacific." In 2002, the American Birding Association presented Mr. Stallcup 

with the prestigious Ludlow Griscom Award for outstanding contributions to American 

ornithology. PRBO will hold a public tribute to Rich’s remarkable life at their Bird-a-

thon annual dinner on Saturday, January 26, 2013. For more information, contact PRBO 

707-781-2555 www.prbo.org. 

 

mailto:LammergeierEyes@aol.com
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Resources 
MONTEREY RARE BIRD ALERT (831) 626-6605 

MAS website: www.montereyaudubon.org 
email: montereyaudubon@yahoo.com 

Monterey Birds book $5 at monthly programs 
Monterey Bay Birders listserv: 
     www.santacruzbirdclub.org/Listservers.html 
Santa Cruz birders: www.santacruzbirdclub.org 
 

Board Of Directors 
  

 

 

Sightings 
Recent reports of the more rare and unusual sightings from the Rare Bird Alert 

 

12/19 Sandhill Crane – Moss Landing, 12/17 Brant – Carmel Beach, 12/17 Northern Fulmar – Coast Guard Pier, 12/16 5 
species of geese continue and Tundra Swans – Moon Glow Dairy, 12/15 Hooded Merganser – El Estero Park area, 12/14 
Swamp Sparrow – Laguna Grande park, 12/13 Long-tailed Duck – Moss Landing harbor, 12/9 Ferruginous Hawk, Prairie 
Falcon – Chalome Valley, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Phainopepla – Parkfield, 12/9 Vermillion Flycatcher – Crespi Pond, 12/8 
Clay-colored Sparrow – Pacific Grove yard, 12/5 White-throated Sparrow – Oak Hills area, 12/4 Cackling Geese – Pt Lobos, 
11/29 Nelson’s Sparrow – Moon Glow Dairy, 11/28 Eastern Phoebe – Carmel River Inn, 11/28 Osprey – Del Rey Oaks city 
park, 11/27 Merlin – Oak Hills area, 11/26 Eurasian Wigeon – Hudson’s Landing, 11/26 Ancient Murrelet, Black-vented 
Shearwater, Black Scoter – Pt Pinos, 11/23 Swamp Sparrow – Laguna  
Grande park, 11/22 Swamp Sparrow, Cattle Egret, Burrowing Owl – Moon  
Glow Dairy, Redhead – Mclusky Slough. 
 

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!!! PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR DUES FOR THE 2013 YEAR! 
 

Writers Wanted! 
The Sanderling newsletter is always in 
need of article submissions, stories, and 
pictures. Topics are wide ranging and can 
be local or afar. All ages are welcome to 
contact the editor to inquire about 
contributing. The Sanderling is currently 
distributed 3-4 times per year and based 
on the seasons, with submission due 
approximately 2 months prior to their 
distribution. For more info or to submit, 
contact the editor at: 
montereyaudubon@yahoo.com. Bobcat at Bay School - Chris Hartzell 

   

 PRESIDENT 

BLAKE MATHESON 
lammergeiereyes@aol.com 
  1st VICE PRESIDENT 

CHRIS HARTZELL 
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net 
  2nd VICE PRESIDENT 

JAN SCOTT 
bjweed@montereybay.com 
 TREASURER/SECRETARY 

AME WELLS-HARTZELL 
mzlaughalot@yahoo.com 
  DIRECTORS 

CHRIS TENNEY 
tenneyx2@mac.com 
ROBERT HORN 
rhorn@montereybay.com 
TONI KIMPLE 
tonikimple@gmail.com 
COOPER SCOLLAN 
scollancooper@yahoo.com 
 

  

 

 MEMBERSHIP 

JAN SCOTT 
bjweed@montereybay.com 
  CONSERVATION 

BLAKE MATHESON 
lammergeierEyes@aol.com 
  FIELD TRIPS 

ROBERT HORN 
rhorn@montereybay.com 
  PROGRAMS 

BLAKE MATHESON 
lammergeierEyes@aol.com 
  WEBMASTER 

CHRIS TENNEY 
tenneyx2@mac.com 
  SANDERLING EDITOR 

CHRIS HARTZELL 
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net 
  PUBLIC RELATIONS 

TONI KIMPLE 
tonikimple@gmail.com 

 

 

MONTEREY AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

Membership dues payable each January 
__$20 1-year Monterey Audubon membership  

(includes Sanderling newsletter subscription) 
__$20 1-year National Audubon membership  

(includes Audubon magazine subscription) 
__$30 1-year Audubon & Monterey Chapter membership 

(includes both publications) 
I would like to help Audubon’s mission & make an  

additional tax deductible donation in the amount of $_______ 
 

Please send my subscription to:    (please print clearly) 
 

NAME_______________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________ 
 

CITY_________________STATE________ZIP_______ 

Make checks payable and remit to: 
 

Monterey Audubon Society  C2ZC050Z 
PO Box 5656 Carmel, CA 93921 
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